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— 25XK1X 1. On 16 March 1948 Colenel Tulpsnov sroke in Potadam before a 
selected croun of high German officisr.3 end press representatives 
on political developments in Germany. He aanounced at this tine 
that the German Voiksrat elected by the Volsskongress would be 
regarded by the occupyang power as the Aighest German governments! 
body in the easterr 20ne and wuld ce issigned corresponding func- 
tions. He else stnted thst the Rassirns have given up hope that 
the Allied Control Couneil will reach an agreement on currency 
reform and have made definite plays fir independert action iy the 
eastern zone. These plans include th establishment of a central. 
bank whieh will be similar te the Yor‘er Reichsbarnk and whieh Wii ad- 
minister the reform. Tulpanov said thai he woulé discuse the 
matter further with any interested pe'sone ot the close of the 
meeting. 


2, A few government officials remained tu order te questicn Tulnanov, 
but he excused hisaself, delegating Ma.or Roma to conduct the dis- 
cussion. According to Romm's statements, the Russian plans provide 
for a reform similar to that whien was out into effect in Austria. 
Full value wil) probably be given any <i vp to fifty. marks; larger 
amounts, ranging wp te two thousand mail:s, will be hele in blocked . 
gacounts. In all cases the owner aust “esignate the source of his 
money. A definite ratio will ve established between the ruble ano 
the mark. No orovisicn has heen made Far relating the new currency 
to the medium of exchange in use in the sestern zones since so fev 
shipments of g20ds are now received fron that area. The mint wiil 
be at the disposal of the central bank nintioned by .¥ulpancy, bus 
the Russians Will retuin the right tc ar:vcve or disapprove the 
painting of new notes. Romm reguestcd tiose present tc regard his 
statements as conzidentiel and ceinted ot that there vould be no 
difficulty in tracing any leak of informe ion to ats source. The 
occupation currency will be exchanged at ihe came yate as the reguisé 
currency! that is, ata rate of 1:10. 
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